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DEFINITION OF TERMSAND PHRASES

A strategy

Components

Documenting

Effective

Extension

Farmers

I nfor mation Dissemination

Key infor mant(s)

PDC

Stakeholders

Technology

A plan of action designed to achieve a long term or overall aim.
Source: Oxford Dictionary

A part or element of alarger whole. Source : Oxford Dictionary.
Recording, appropriate processing and storage of information for
later retrieval and use. Source: The Researcher

Produces intended result Source: Macmillan Dictionary

Non Forma Education in which farmers are trained in how to
utilize specific skills or technical knowledge to increase their
production efficiency. Source : Swvanson and Riika (2010)

Small scale banana farmers having small plots of land bearing
bananas and severa other crops on the same land Source: The
Resear cher

This is information sharing. There is unidirectional information
sharing and multidirectional information sharing Source: The
Resear cher

Is an expert source of information as a result of personal skills, or
position in the community. Source Marshall (1996)

This is an information sharing process that mobilizes communities
to take part in their development by coordinating stakeholders for a
common objective. Source: Guy Bessette (2004)

These are the people who are affected by the outcome of the
intervention either positively or negatively, or those who can affect
the outcome of the intervention. Source: Karl (2000)

Knowledge or skill to solve a practical problem in agriculture, for
example soil erosion, soil moisture loss, environmental

degradation. Source: The Researcher
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ABSTRACT

The study assessed the effectiveness of PDC as an Agricultural Information Dissemination
strategy based on how banana researchers of the Nationa Agricultural Research Organization
(NARO) implemented PDC in Mukono and Rakai districts, between 2001 and 2007. This was
effected through identifying components of an Agricultural Information Dissemination Strategy,
exploring the extent to which the PDC initiatives addressed those components, and establishing
the challenges and benefits in the PDC initiatives. Study respondents were 128, comprising 120
small scale farmers, the same who participated in the PDC initiatives with NARO banana
researchers between 2001 and 2007, and eight key informants consisting of banana researchers,
extension workers, local leaders and district agricultural officers. The study employed a socia
survey design. It collected both gqualitative and quantitative data through document study, semi -
structured questionnaires, focus group discussions, observation checklists, and key informant
interviews. Qualitative data was analyzed progressively, while quantitative data was analysed
using Epidata, Microsoft Excel and SPSS statistical packages. Data is presented through
descriptions, quotations, tables, figures and representative percentages. The study found that the
PDC initiatives availed appropriate banana management information to farmers, and that despite
finding challenges, the banana farmers utilized the availed information from 2001 up to 2010
which is a relatively long time. The availed information contributed to the control of the spread
of Banana Bacterial Wilt (BBW) in Kimenyedde, and in increased banana yields in Ddwaniro.
The study concluded that PDC was effective in achieving positive change in a group of farmers,
but it focused on one crop or one problem at a time, and it did not address individual farmers’
information needs. The study recommended that the Ministry of Agriculture and universities
should build human resource capacity, and support more studies in PDC for example, establish
the performance of PDC in annual crops, and animals.



